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Carter S. Drew

Carter S. Drew is Principal and co-founder of Carter & Reynolds an executive development, coaching and life strategy firm. C&R specializes in coaching business executives, organizational leaders, and high-potential candidates involved in high-stakes business endeavors that require new leadership skills, accelerated learning, or “stretch” corporate competencies, in order to achieve desired business results.  C&R coaches the “whole person,” to empower clients to achieve higher levels of leadership effectiveness and business and personal performance.

Carter S. Drew served as Senior Vice-president, Worldwide Operations and Systems, for McDonald’s Corporation.  He has spent more than a quarter-century of his life in the challenging, competitive, and demanding retail business.  He has held such leadership positions as Senior Vice President of Restaurant Support for a 2500-restaurant, $3.7 billion-dollar division; Senior Vice President of Franchising and Franchise Relations for McDonald USA’s 2600 franchisees; founding President of McDonald’s South Africa, where his team set a new-country international development record for McDonald’s by opening 35 restaurants in its first 25 months of operations—8,000 miles away from the nearest McDonald’s market; and Group Vice President, Restaurant Development, Great Lakes Division.  

Carter’s unique capabilities as an executive coach and strategist not only come from studying world-class coaches and business leaders, but from practicing hands-on coaching, teaching, and leadership skill development in very competitive business and living environments.  Carter Drew is a native Chicagoan and a graduate of the University of Illinois; he believes in lifelong learning.  Some of his other credentials include being a graduate of the Georgetown University Leadership Coaching Course, Washington, D.C. and the Coach’s Training Institute for Life Coaching.  He also completed “The Leader as Teacher” course, University of Chicago Graduate School of Business; the LGE Performance Course, “The Corporate Athlete:  The Power of Full Engagement,” Chicago, Illinois; and the Coaching Intensive Training, taught by Coaching Pioneer Julio Ollalo, New Ventures West.  He attended the Blue Point Leadership Institute “The Leader’s Voice” Leadership Communication Course, Washington, D.C. and is a certified provider, Strategic Leadership Development 360-degree Assessment, Management Research Group.

Carter has won numerous corporate awards and is a sought-after motivational speaker who has made presentations to regional, national, and international groups on topics such as “How to Develop Emerging Markets,” Northwestern Kellogg Graduate School of Business; “Leadership Strategy and Execution,” University of Chicago Graduate School of Business; “Navigating the High Seas of Corporate America,” Pepsi Center ITMSA Conference, Chicago; Chicago’s Youth Street Law Program, and many others.

Mr. Drew has been featured in several publications, including Ebony, Black Enterprise, Dollars and Sense, and Franchising magazines.  He also has many affiliations.  He is the former chair of the United Negro College Fund Advisory Board, Chicago-Midwest Region, and is a member of the International Coaching Federation, the NFL Alumni Association, the Multicultural Food Service and Hospitality Alliance, and the Society for Human Performance in Extreme Environments.

Carter believes that his greatest blessings are his three great children and family.  He has a variety of interests and hobbies, including sports, travel, pool, snowmobiling, music, muscle cars, and reading.  Drew also collects autographs and sports memorabilia.

He provides specialty services to women and men of color in leadership positions and professional athletes seeking to balance fame and fortune with meaningful lives of service. 
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